
Meeting Minutes 

2015/2016 Eton Parent Council (EPC) Meeting 

Thursday May 12, 2016 

8:45 a.m. 

Attendees: 
President Angela Ting 
Vice President Lubdha Khandelwal 
Secretary Manizeh Pirzada 
Treasurer Anne Pace 
School Liaison Monica Maling 
 
Community Coordinators  
Upper Elem/Middle Nancy Yim 
Pre-elementary  Rukmani Gopalan 
Lower Elementary     Jodi Minkin 
 
Unable to Attend 
Volunteer Coordinator Paulina Salmón Del Real 
 
 
Topics of Discussion 
 
Annual Meeting/Volunteer “Thank You” Social – May 18th 

The budget for this event has been increased to $600 to take into account the complimentary 
child care expense.  The approximate breakdown is as follows: $335 for food, $100 for 
beverages, $90 for childcare expense, $75 for pizza for kids/caregivers.  Nancy, Lubdha and Jodi 
have finalized the appetizer/dessert menu for the 30 – 40 people estimated to attend. 
 

Ø   Monica to purchase the beverages and provide plates, glasses, platters, utensils etc. 
Ø   Anne will order 3 pizzas (1 pepperoni and 2 cheese) for the children/caregivers who are 

in childcare 
Ø   EPC members should remember to register on the website and if possible, help set up @ 

5:45 p.m. on the day of the event 
Ø   Monica will invite the room reps 
Ø   Monica will ask club house to relocate from the activity room to another room 

 
 



End-of-Year Picnic – June 15th 

The picnic will be at the pavilion in Grass Lawn Park (by the climbing rocks).  The budget for 
this event is $300 (shelter and food).  Nancy will purchase “Otter pops” and Monica will bring in 
the water. 
 

Ø   Manizeh will remind Monica to buy bottled water closer to the date. 
 
 
Community Coordinators and Room Reps 

Community Coordinators have received feedback from the room reps regarding how they have 
been faring in their roles.  In summary: 

•   Some Mezzo room reps were organizing activities outside of their classrooms (i.e. popsicles 
in the park, potlucks, mom’s night out) as well as forwarding teacher and/or EPC 
communication to parents. 

•   Lower Elementary room reps did not organize any external activities but forwarded teacher 
and/or EPC communication to parents. 

•   For 4-6th grades, there was variation in how the reps were utilized.  Some teachers asked 
them to forward communication to parents while other teachers did not.  One rep planned an 
external activity at Mercer Slough. 

Based on the inconsistency in approach, it would be beneficial to formalize and recommunicate 
the responsibilities of room reps and to re-educate teachers on how they can use the room rep for 
their benefit. 

Ø   Angela needs to send an email to community coordinators who have been selected for the 
next school year (Kathy, Jodi, Becky) 
 
 

Community Involvement 

Working with Green Redmond, Manizeh arranged for Eton to participate in a spring clean-up 
(pulling weeds) on Saturday April 23rd (9:00 – 12:00) at a local Redmond park.  There were 32 
in attendance (15 adults and 17 kids).  Tools, gloves and water were provided by Redmond 
Green and light snacks were provided by EPC. 
 
For future planning, it would be important to confirm the type of terrain for either weeding or 
planting and if possible, the type of weed needing to be pulled.  In particular, at this event the 
location of the weeding was along an inclined trail and the type of weed was either difficult to 



manage (blackberry) or needed a shovel to be dug up.  This was difficult for our younger (<8 
yrs.) volunteers.  If similar “green” events are organized in the future, we need to ensure the 
terrain is suitable for all ages.  In addition, even though tools were provided by Redmond Green, 
parents may want to bring in tools from home as some feedback from parents was that the adult-
sized tools were a little dangerous for the younger crowd. 
 
 
Staff Appreciation 

It was suggested EPC brainstorm ideas for one more staff appreciation event for the middle of 
the school year (i.e. end of January).  With respect to the massage chair idea, Lubdha confirmed 
the cost would be approximately $1 per minute of massage chair time.  Intervals would be for a 
minimum of 10 minutes. 

While this idea was appreciated, some staff members commented another option they would 
enjoy was to have “Treat Day” (i.e. brownies, popcorn etc.). 
 
 
Staff Appreciation Lunch - June 8th 

The volunteer spot for parents to register/donate has been set up.  Catering will be from Mezcal 
Grill in Juanita.  The main meal will be tacos, with salad and dessert donated by parents.  There 
will be approximately 60 staff members.  For the tacos, perhaps order 1/3 chicken, 1/3 steak and 
1/3 grilled vegetables, otherwise if there is no grilled vegetable option, order ½ chicken and ½ 
steak; rice, beans and salad will be available for vegetarians.  The budget for this event is 
approximately $400.   

Ø   Monica will try to find a volunteer to coordinate this event (i.e. ordering food, set-
up/clean up etc.). 

 
 
Spring Fling – May 6th 

The EPC information table was located in the lobby whereas in previous years it was in the 
sports court, as a result, not too many people came by the table.  In the future, it would be 
beneficial to have the EPC table back in the sports court area, provide a laminated information 
page highlighting the role of EPC and how parents can get involved in school activities, plus 
include a section in the Spring Fling flyer “advertising” the EPC table. 
 
With respect to this year’s Spring Fling, there needed to be a few more volunteers for book fair 
clean-up and point people on hand when parent volunteers were ready to begin clean up.  For 



next year, we can add this latter information to the volunteer spot (i.e. meet with this person at a 
certain time and place). 
 
 
Math Kangaroo & Science Fair Clubs 

Rukmani spoke with Ms. Gaskins to introduce two new afterschool clubs: science fair and math.  
Ms. Gaskins was enthusiastic about the ideas as they would be a natural extension of what the 
kids are doing in class within a non-competitive atmosphere.  These are preliminary ideas of 
what the clubs could look like: 

Science Fair (open to Mezzo and LE) – Communication to be sent out in September, sign up in 
December with March 4th being the actual day of the science fair (this could be a lead into the 
Washington State Science and Engineering fair held at Bremerton High School).  EPC will have 
the responsibility to set up on March 4th and Monica will be the school rep present.   No club 
meetings will be required, just a sign-up sheet.  Every month there will need to be a check point 
of progression (have you chosen your topic? have you done your research?). 

Students will host a booth and present an idea with an activity that explains a science concept.  
The student will prepare a poster, activity and explain the concept and parents can visit the 
booth.  This will be an opt-in event for interested students and parents. 

Ø   Rukmani will coordinate and send out information periodically (i.e. scientific method, 
poster board etc.). She will work with EPC to send out communication. 

 

Math Circle (open to LE) – This will be run by parent volunteers.  Send out flyers in September 
announcing sign-up for this weekly one hour after school activity.  People who sign up their kids 
will need to volunteer to present a math concept at least twice in the year.   Perhaps math 
activities can include word problems similar to Singapore Math.  Rukmani needs about 4 parent 
volunteers to coordinate and 15 kids maximum to join.  Could we stick to the Math Kangaroo 
syllabus and then elaborate with our own?   

The club will start meeting in September and in March, we will host Math Kangaroo 
(http://mathkangaroo.org/mk/default.html) in the school and end with a party. 
 

Ø   Rukmani needs to develop the concepts to be presented and recruit a group of parents 
who will coordinate.  She will need to put together a schedule of days/topics so parents 
can sign up in advance. 


